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detail, but I think you will admit that the healthy growth of the
representative system implies a ground prepared by not merely
phrases, but by the constant action and re-action of equality, frat-
ernity and self-sacrifice, welding together a nation, before a Council
to represent a nation can be thought of."
This has been for more than a generation the burden of the song
of a host of bigoted reactionaries, and of even a few honest critics
with cramped vision, unable to reali2e the truth of that simple and
yet profound observation that it is liberty alone which fits men for
liberty. In the speech just referred to, Pherozeshah examined the
argument in the light of English history, and had no difficulty in
showing that it did not support the lecturer's sweeping generaliza-
tions :
It is clear that the lessons of English history are against
Mr. Lee-Warner's speculations. If England had waited, as accord-
ing to him k ought to have, till a full representation of the lower
classes and the masses was secured, before thinking of a Parlia-
ment, then we should have never heard of the English Parliament
at all. It is unscientific, it is unhistorical to talk of not having a
representative assembly at all, till only a complete one could be
had. The laws of nature, as well as the lessons of history both
teach us that beginnings may well be incomplete and inadequate,
that too much must not be made of fanciful difficulties about the
rights of minorities and lower classes, and that the work of
completion should be left to time.
Fortunately for the cause of Indian reform, the political lucubra-
tions of Mr. Lee-Warner and others of that ilk had not found
support among British statesmen, and the Indian Councils Act had
beOiiBe law in May 1892. The elective principle had been re-
cc^plzed, and though its precise application to the then conditions of
Indk had been left to the Viceroy, Mr. Gladstone had declared that
die representation should be of " a genuine living character." Indian
agitation had thus achieved a triumph, and though it was a minute
CQ&cmiQa to Indian sentiment, the effects produced were of the
mm beoefickl character, and proved the opponents of the elective